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spicuous ability in making or saving his official face,
quite regardless of accuracy or the actual course of
events.    In the light of all that is authoritatively
known of recent Chinese history, and the part which
Li played in it, from the days of the Taiping rebellion
down to the Boxer rising, these despatches of Li
Hung-chang afford noteworthy evidence of the all-
pervading atmosphere of " make-believe " in which
the Chinese bureaucracy lives, moves, and has its
being;   evidence also of their author's instinctive
conformity to his environment in politics and morals.
Indeed, it may, fairly be said that their chief value
lies in the uncofiscious testimony which they bear to
the Confucian scholar's placid aloofness from the
world of realities, and to the fact that this attitude
is generally due to a perfectly sincere belief in the
superior wisdom of the Chinese conception of state-
craft.

Our present study of the life and times of Li Hung-
chang must, therefore, be based more upon the
recorded opinions of independent and competent
European observers than upon the evidence of Chinese
official records or Li's own posthumous papers. That
evidence must necessarily be regarded as contributory
rather than conclusive. But whatever the authorities
by whom we are guided, or the judgment which we
may be disposed to form upon their opinions, in
estimating the final verdict of history upon Li Hung-
chang and his place as a maker of the nineteenth
century, let us, in justice to the man and to his work,
remember the social and political conditions into
which he was born* And when we have fairly weighed
the sum of his achievements against that of his errors
and failures, let us not forget the peculiar anrl